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: February 14, 2001
FDA Commissioner Jane Henney S A
Dockets Management Branch (HFA 305) 43468
Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fisher’s Lane, rm. 1061

Rockville, MD 20852
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Re: Docket No. OON-1396 and OOD-1598

)

Dear Commissioner Henney:

I am outraged by your new policies on genetically engineered (GE) foods. Despite
overwhelming consumer demand, your agency still fails to require safety testing and
mandatory labeling for GE foods. Your “notification policy is an insult to consumers,
and irresponsibly ignores strong scientific evidence of numerous potential health and
environmental risks to GE foods. You should be aware that these foods could be toxic,
could cause allergic responses, could have lower nutrition value, could compromise
immune responses in consumers, and could cause irreparable damage to the environment.

I am also greatly opposed to your new “voluntary labeling” policy, which denies
consumers a basic right to know. Without mandatory labeling, neither consumers nor
health professionals will know if an allergic or toxic reaction was the result of a
genetically engineered food. Consumers will also be deprived of the critical knowledge
they need to hold food producers liable should any of these novel foods prove hazardous.

Your proposed rules ignore serious concerns, and appear to be a decision made to
convenience industry at the expense of public health and the environment. T will not
accept your attempt to make me a guinea pig of these untested foods, and I trust you will
take my concern along with the thousands of others into serious consideration.

Sincerely yours,
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The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has recently announced new ruies and quldance on
qeneticalty (GE) foods. Unfor despite over

the-agency has still failed to require safety t!stlnq and mandatory labeling for GE foods.
Instead of mandating safety testlnq, the FDA's new rule merely requires that food producers
notity the agency before marketing a GE food. There is strong scientific evidenice of numerous
potential health and environmental risks of GE foods. These foods could be toxic, could cause
allergic responses, could have lower nutrition value and couid ¢ Proms r

in consurriers. Under FDA's new notification rule GE foods will reach supermarket shelves
without any required testing for these human heaith prablems, much less any review of their
environmentat risks? As a resuit, mitlions of consumers wilt continue to be unknowing guinea
pigs testing the safety of these foods. This is totaily qnécceptab’ie. o
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As for {abeling the FDA has decided to make all labeling of GE foods voluntary. Not surprisingty,
no GE food producer has agreed to fabet their products. So consumers’still wili have no way of
knowing which foods have been ¥ ed. This Yy g scheme not onty
violates the consumer’s right to know, it alse has heaith consequences Wlthout fabeling, neither
consumers nor health profess will know if an allergic or toxic reaction was the result of a
genetically engineered food. Consumers will also be deprived of the criticat knowledge they need
to hold food producers liable should any of these novei foods prove hazardous.

The good news is that these rules are not finak. The FDA, as requnea by law, has apened a
comment period to hiear from the public. This comment lasts unth Aprit Inditls criticat
that-the FDA hears ffom himndi ot of A We have provided you with post-
cards so that your and one other friend or-family member can comment directly to the FDA {you

can aiso comment direct/fMo the FDA eléctronically through our website wwwifoodsafetynoworg.) .

We need-to let the FDA and the-Bush Administration know that we will settie for nothing less
than mandatory safety testing and labeling of all GE foods, Further, all GE foods should be taken
oft supermarket shaives until they have been safety tested and labeled;

For more information please visit The Center for Food Safety’s website, www.centerforfoodsafety.org,
or subriiit comments difectly to-the FDA through our 3 ite, www. rg.

The Center for Food'Safety is also a member of the Genetically Engineered Food Alert (GEFA)

coalition, www.gefoodalert.org. |- 800 -~ 60 0- 66 6 L/W'

one of mare of The Center for Foodt actiyities. A copy of our ltest finanicla report miry be.obtained by writing o The Center for Food
Safaty. 560 Pennisyivania Ave, SE, Suite 302, Washington OC, 20002 If you are & resident ! the followsng states, yot iy ootain lnformation
diesctly by contactiog:

W FLORIDA: A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OITNNEH!OMTNEDNNONOF
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800~435-7352, TOLL-FREE WITHIN. THE STATE. Marvtand: andf information
mwmmumwnwmmwumwmmmmum Statehoie, Annaolis, MO
Misstssiopt: The and financial The Cantar for Food Safety may be obteined from the
Wmusmmwu&m—asamm New Jarsary: information fled with the Attomey General concerning this
W«msmdmmwmmwmmmmm

Charities 120 Broadway. New Yorx, NY 10271, Novth Carcina: mmwhrmsmwmnmwm
Nceese are avakable from the State Solicitation Licensing Srench &t HI19-733-45K.

tion of The Center for inect from the umwmmmmrm
T32-0999. Virginie A mummmmmmmwpr — Consumer Affairs,
MWWRWVAWFWM&WWWMMW“ y g
Secretary of State 2t 1-900-332-GIVE. est Vinginia: West obtain & ¥

irom the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Chareston, WV 25305,

REGISTRATION WITH A STATE AGENCY DOES NOT OR IMPLY
THAT STATE.

~DEAR FDA,

1 am writing to exgress my opposition to
the FDA's new proposed rule and quidance
on genetically engineered (GE) foods, The
agency’s voluntary. labeling and notification
proposals are totally inadeqguate to protect
human heaith, the environment, and my
right to know. { fulty support the following:

« Al GE foods and food ingredients should be
labeled so | am informed and have a choice,

GE foods should not be assumed to be safe
and should be subject to mandatory pre-
market safety testing:

There should be a moratorium on GE foods
until long-term studies show they are safe for
human heaith and the environment.
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DEAR FDA, )
I am writing to express my oppasition to
the FDA's new proposed rule and guidance
on geneticaily engineered (GE) foods. The
agency's voluntary labeling and notification
proposals are totally inadequate to protect
human heaith, the environment, and my
right to:know. | fully suppart the following:

+ Ali GE foods and food ingredients shouid be
labeled so | am informed and have a choice.

« GE foods should not be assumed to be safe
and should be subject to mandatory pre-
market safety testing.

» There should be & moratorium on.GE foods
until long-term studies show they are safe for
human health and the environment,
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